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owned lands as had not been confiscated by the state. These were
designated for "abundance" and could be bought and sold. Thus,
PestePs agrarian project seriously undermined landlord o.wnership
without entirely abolishing it.

In 1822 the Nothern Association was founded in St. Petersburg.
It existed up to 1825 and among its members were the poet Ryleyev,
Pushchin and Yakushkin. The head of the association was Nikita
-Muravyoy (1795-1826), an officer of the guards. In 1812 young Muravyov
-ran way from home to join the army, and had fought in the foreign
^campaign. While in Paris he witnessed an election campaign. There
he also collected a good library of revolutionary books. After his
return to Eussia he became one of the organizers of the secret Northern
Association.

.Muravyov studied all the European constitutions and even the
constitutions of the 23 states of North America. He laid many of their
features at the basis of a constitution which he drafted. According
to his draft Russia was to remain a monarchy. The emperor's power
was to be limited by a Narodnoye Veche (Popular Assembly) consist-
ing of two chambers: an upper chamber called the Supreme Duma,
and a lower, the Chamber of People's Representatives. Only property
owners were to have the right to elect and be elected-to the Popular,
Assembly, particularly to the Supreme Duma.   Serfdom was to be
abolished but the land left in the hands of the landlords. The peasants
were to receive only a cottage, a plot of land around it, livestock and
implements. Muravyov 9s final draft granted every serf peasant a plot
of two dessiatins upon  emancipation.

The draft was criticized by the radical members of the Northern
Association.

"The main thing is to settle the question of land ownership," said
Pestel. "It is essential to turn over the land to the peasants: only then
will the aim of the revohition be achieved."

The poet Kondrati Pyodorovieh Ryleyev (1795-1826) played an
important part in the Northern Association, He too had fought in
the war against Napoleon and in the campaign abroad. Army life
did not satisfy him, however, and he retired. In 1823 Ryleyev began
to publish the magazine North Star in collaboration with Bestuzhev.
This magaziue and Ryleyev's poetry had a great influence on the
young nobles. In 1820 Ryleyev won popularity as the first man who
dared to expose Arakcheyev, the tsar's favourite, Ryleyev joined the
Northern Association in 1823 and took an active part in the prepara-
tions for the uprising of December 14, 1825. Ryleyev said of himself:
cel am not a poet but a citizen.n His poetry was permeated with humani-
tarian ideas, with love of freedom and hatred for slavery. Ryleyev
one of the most ardent champions of a struggle against tsarism. He
flat this might entail defeat,;but he was imbued with a passion-